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Sources: 
US Census Bureau – Marathon County Fact Sheet, American FactFinder - http://factfinder.census.gov 
US Census Bureau – American Community Survey - http://factfinder.census.gov 

Description 
Marathon County Wisconsin U.S. 

2000 Census 2010 Census 
% Change 
2000-2010 

2000 Census 2010 Census 
% Change 
2000-2010 

2000 Census 2010 Census 
% Change 
2000-2010 

Population  125,836 134,063 6.5% 5,363,675 5,686,986 6.0% 281,421,906 308,745,538 9.7% 

Median Age (Years)  36.3 37.9 4.4% 36.0 38.5 6.9% 35.3 36.5 3.4% 

Minority Population  6.6% 9.7% 47.0% 13.1% 16.7% 27.5% 31.8% 36.3% 14.2% 

Families in Poverty (**2009)  4.3% 5.0% 16.3% 5.6% 7.2% 28.6% 9.2% 9.9% 7.6% 

Median Household Income (**2009)  $45,165 $53,150 17.7% $43,791 $51,569 17.8% $41,994 $51,425 22.5% 

Average Household Size  2.6 2.5 -3.8% 2.5 2.4 -4.0% 2.6 2.6 0.0% 

Speak Language other than English in Home  7.4% 7.8% 5.4% 7.3% 8.2% 12.3% 17.9% 19.6% 9.5% 

71.7% 72.1% 0.6% 69.1% 69.0% -0.1% 63.9% 65.0% 1.7% In Labor Force (16 years and over)  

Age- Under 5 Years 6.4% 6.6% 3.1% 6.4% 6.3% -1.6% 6.8% 6.9% 1.5% 

 5 to 14 Years 15.5% 13.5% -12.9% 14.6% 13.1% -10.3% 14.6% 13.4% -8.2% 

 15 to 24 Years 13.1% 13.3% 1.5% 14.3% 13.8% -3.5% 13.9% 14.1% 1.4% 

 25 to 44 Years 29.5% 25.9% -12.2% 29.4% 25.4% -13.6% 30.3% 27.6% -8.9% 

 45 to 64 Years 22.5% 27.2% 20.9% 22.1% 27.7% 25.3% 21.9% 25.2% 15.1% 

 65 Years and over 13.0% 13.7% 5.4% 13.1% 13.7% 4.6% 12.4% 12.6% 1.6% 

Race- White 93.8% 91.3% -2.7% 88.9% 86.2% -3.0% 75.1% 72.4% -3.6% 

 Black or African-American 0.3% 0.6% 100.0% 5.7% 6.3% 10.5% 12.3% 12.6% 2.4% 

 American Indian and Alaska Native 0.3% 0.5% 66.7% 0.9% 1.0% 11.1% 0.9% 0.9% 0.0% 

 Asian 4.5% 5.3% 17.8% 1.7% 2.3% 35.3% 3.6% 4.8% 33.3% 

 Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 100.0% 

 Two or More Races 0.7% 1.3% 85.7% 1.2% 1.8% 50.0% 2.4% 2.9% 20.8% 

 Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 0.8% 2.2% 175.0% 3.6% 5.9% 63.9% 12.5% 16.3% 30.4% 

COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS  

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/ACSSAFFFacts?_event=ChangeGeoContext&geo_id=05000US55073&_geoContext=01000US&_street=&_county=marathon&_cityTown=marathon&_state=&_zip=&_lang=en&_sse=on&ActiveGeoDiv=geoSelect&_useEV=&pctxt=fph&pgsl=010&_submenuId=facts
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/STTable?_bm=y&-geo_id=05000US55073&-qr_name=ACS_2009_5YR_G00_S0101&-ds_name=ACS_2009_5YR_G00_&-redoLog=false
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2011 Community Survey 

In order to assess some important issues regarding the quality of life in Marathon County that are not currently being 
measured, the LIFE Steering Committee issued a survey to Marathon County residents in April of 2011. 

4,100 surveys were mailed to randomly selected Marathon County residents using U.S. mail zip codes.  In addition, 150 

surveys were issued to The Neighbors’ Place and The Hmong Association for completion in client interviews ensuring 
representation of minority populations of Marathon County. 

854 mailed responses were returned and 29 client interview responses to the survey yielded an outstanding 20.8% survey 
return rate (883 survey responses/4,250 surveys issued).  The outstanding survey response rate results in a low 2% to 3% 
margin of error allowing the LIFE Steering Committee to tailor the LIFE Report to our community’s concerns and priorities. 

The 21.8% return rate is outstanding compared to most surveys, which hope for a 20% return rate.   

The data obtained from the community survey represent the viewpoints of those who responded.  The survey is not 
representative of Marathon County’s population.  Responses represented by the survey results are not generalizable.  It is also 

important to note that not all respondents answered all questions completely and may have not responded to some of the 
questions at all.  The percentage calculations shown are the percentages of the total responses to each question.  If a question 
was not responded to on a given survey it is not included in the totals used to calculate percentages. 

Q-1.  I feel safe in Marathon County? 
21.8% (181) Strongly Agree 69.6% (578) Agree 5.9% (49) Disagree 1.1% (9) Strongly Disagree 1.6% (13) Don’’t Know 

 
Q-2.  In the past year, I or someone in my family/household feels they have experienced discrimination in Marathon County.  (Discrimination 

occurs when a person is treated unfairly based upon personal characteristics.)  
15.3% (127) Yes (Please answer 2a and 2b) 81.3% (674) No (Skip to 3) 3.4% (28) Don’t Know (Skip to 3) 

 
Q-2a.  If yes, the discrimination was based upon:  (Please check only one major reason.) 

23.8% (30) Age 11.1% (14) Race 11.9% (14) Income 23.0% (29) Other 

8.7% (11) Disability 4.0% (5) Religion 0.0% (0) Height 2.4% (3) Don’t Know 

10.3% (13) Gender 2.1% (3) Sexual Orientation 2.4% (3) Weight    

 
Q-2b.  If yes, in what setting did you or a member of your family/household feel discriminated against? 

9.7% (12) Store/shopping 0.8% (1) Medical facility 0.8% (1) Locating housing 23.4% (29) Other 

8.1% (10) School 12.9% (16) Police or legal system 36.3% (45) Workplace    

 
Q-3  In general, I believe there is a benefit to having people of different races and ethnic groups living in our county. 

22.4% (186) Strongly Agree 54.0% (449) Agree 12.0% (100) Disagree 4.2% (35) Strongly Disagree 

7.3% (61) Don’t Know 
 

Q-4.  I am employed. 
46.5% (388) Full Time 11.5% (96) Part-Time 7.9% (66) Not Employed (skip to 5) 34.1% (285) Retired (skip to 5) 

 

Q-4a.  I am satisfied with my full time or part time job. 
36.0% (169) Strongly Agree 48.3% (227) Agree 11.7% (55) Disagree 4.0% (19) Strongly Disagree 

 

 Q-4b.  If you disagree or strongly disagree, what best describes why? (check all that apply) 

6.8% (5) Lack of advancement 29.7% (22) Low wages 12.2% (9) Lack of benefits 12.2% (9) Poor work environment 

39.2% (29) Other 

 
 Q-4c.  Based on your education level and experience, do you feel you are unemployed? 

65.2% (45) Yes  26.1% (18) No  8.7% (6) Don’t Know 
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Q-5.  Was there a time in the past 12 months you had no health care coverage or insurance (Private, Medicare, Medicaid, or Badger Care)? 
7.6% (63) Yes (answer 5a) 90.7% (755) No 1.7% (14) Don’t Know/Not Sure 

 

 Q-5a.  If yes, what was the most important reason: 

13.3% (8) Not offered by employer 35.0% (21) Chose not to have it due to cost 36.7% (22) Not working 

15.0% (9) Other 

  

Q-6.  Was there a time in the past 12 months when you or someone in your family/household needed to see a doctor/medical provider but could 
not? 

10.7% (89) Yes 89.3% (745) No 

 

 Q-6a.  If yes, why: (check all that apply) 

a. 1.1%  (1) Did not know how/where to find a provider 

b. 72.5%   (66) Did not accept my insurance or had no means to pay for services 

c. 3.3%  (3) Distance/Transportation 

d. 23.1% (21) Other 
 

 
Q-7.  Was there a time in the past 12 months when you or someone in your family/household needed to see a dentist but could not? 

14.3% (120) Yes 85.7% (719) No 

 

 Q-7a.  If yes, why: (check all that apply) 

a. 6.4%  (8) Did not know how/where to find a provider 

b. 75.2%   (94) Did not accept my insurance or had no means to pay for services 

c. 0.8%  (1) Distance/Transportation 

d. 17.6% (22) Other 

 
Q-8.  Was there a time in the past 12 months when you or someone in your family/household needed to see a mental health provider but could 
not? 

4.3% (36) Yes 95.7% (798) No 

 

 Q-8a.  If yes, why: (check all that apply) 

a. 5.1%  (2) Did not know how/where to find a provider 

b. 51.3%   (20) Did not accept my insurance or had no means to pay for services 

c. 7.7%  (3) Distance/Transportation 

d. 35.9% (14) Other 

 
Q-9.  Was there a time in the past 12 months when you or someone in your family/household did not take their prescription medication? 

8.5% (70) Yes 91.5% (761) No 

 

 Q-9a.  If yes, why: (check all that apply) 

a. 0.0%  (0) Did not know how/where to get prescription filled 

b. 54.9%   (39) Did not accept my insurance or had no means to pay for services 

c. 1.4%  (1) Distance/Transportation 

d. 43.7% (31) Other 

 
Q-10.  Does your family/household have medical debt? 

10.7% (89) Yes 89.3% (745) No (skip to 11) 

 

 Q-10a.  If yes, check the amount. 

a. 38.5%  (74) $999 or less 

b. 44.3%   (85) $1,000-4,999 

c. 9.9%  (19) $5,000-10,000 

d. 7.3% (14) $10,000+ 

 
Q-11.  Do you spend 30% or more of your total family/household income on housing?  

42.7%  (345) Yes 42.9% (347) No 

8.0%   (65) Don’t know 6.3% (51) Prefer not to say 
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Q-12.  In a typical month, how difficult is it to cover your family/household expenses and pay all of your bills? 
8.5% (70) Very difficult 

40.8% (338) Somewhat difficult 

40.6% (336) Not at all difficult 

1.9% (16) Don’t know 

8.2% (68) Prefer not to say 

 
Q-13.  Have you set aside emergency or rainy day funds that would cover your expenses for 3 months, in case of sickness, job loss, economic          
           downturn, or other emergencies? 

52.8%  (437) Yes 37.1% (307) No 

2.5%   (21) Don’t know 7.5% (62) Prefer not to say 
 

Q-14.  In the last 12 months I have: (Check all that apply.) 
a. 92.2%  (724) Donated items or made financial contributions to charities 

b. 59.0%   (463) Volunteered at a school, church, service club, or charitable or governmental organization 

c. 63.9%  (502) Helped individuals outside my household 

 
Q-14d. If you checked b or c above, approximately how many total hours in the last year did you volunteer or help individuals outside your 
household? 

23.7% (140) 1-10/year 40.8% (241) 10-50/year 20.1% (119) 50-100/year 

9.0% (53) 100-250/year 6.4% (38) 250 or more per year 

 
Q-15. What Marathon County organization first comes to mind as a leader in identifying and solving community problems? (Summarized list of 
responses)  Note:  Some respondents listed multiple responses. 

35.3% (189) United Way 

7.8% (42) American Red Cross 

7.5% (40) Salvation Army 

6.7% (36) None 

4.9% (26) Don’t Know 

4.7% (25) Neighbor’s Place 

4.5% (24) Women’s Community 

4.3% (23) Marathon County Sheriff’s Department/Wausau Police Department/Law Enforcement 

3.2% (17) City/County Government 

2.6% (14) Social Services 

1.9% (10) Wausau Chamber of Commerce/MCDEVCO 

1.9% (10) Local Churches 

1.9% (10) Aging and Disability Resource Centers 

 
Q-16. I have a private well. 

38.0% (316) Yes 62.0% (515) No (skip to 17) 

 
Q-16a. Do you have your water tested annually? 

21.9% (64) Yes (skip to 17) 78.1% (228) No 

 
Q-16b. Why not? 

47.8% (99) Not needed 

14.0% (29) Cost 

13.0% (27) Don’t know where to get it tested 

25.1% (52) Other 

 
Q-17. Do you properly dispose of or recycle household hazardous (e.g. solvents, oil-based paints, pesticides, insecticides) and/or special wastes   
          (medications, fluorescent bulbs, rechargeable & lithium batteries, waste oil, oil filters, electronics)?  

51.9% (430) Always 37.7% (312) Usually 10.4% (86) Sometimes 

 
Q-17a. If you answered sometimes, why not? (check all that apply) 

19.8% (17) Do not know what are household hazardous waste 

17.4% (15) Do not know what are special wastes 

61.6% (53) Not sure where to take waste for disposal and/or recycling 

43.0% (37) Not willing to pay cost in disposing 

36.0% (31) Location/hours for disposing are inconvenient 

15.1% (13) Not sure where to find information on less toxic alternatives to hazardous items 
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Q-18.  For each list below the survey respondents were asked to think about the quality of life in the community and indicate their agreement with 
the items on the list.  Then, respondents were asked to circle the top three areas on each list needing improvement. 

 Percentages shown for Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree are based on the individual responses for each, divided by 
the total number of responses. 

 Weighted average for individual items on the lists are calculated on a bipolar scale (-2 to 2) by assigning values of -2 for strongly disagree,     
-1 for disagree, 0 for Don’t Know, +1 for agree and +2 for strongly agree, and then averaging the result. A positive mean will indicate that 
respondents, on average, agreed with the statement. A negative mean will indicate that respondents, on average, disagreed with the 
statement. The larger the absolute value of the mean, the stronger the agreement or disagreement was for respondents on average. 

 The Top 3 areas that respondents indicated most needed to be addressed or improved in each list are BOLDED. 

List A: 

 Description 
Strongly 

Agree Agree Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

Weighted 
Average 

Top 3 
Votes 

1 Child care is accessible 13.4% 47.4% 5.0% 1.5% 32.7%  0.66 48 
2 Child care is affordable 3.1% 22.1% 25.0% 7.7% 42.0% - 0.12 219 
3 Elder care is accessible 6.8% 49.2% 8.8% 2.8% 32.3%  0.48 111 
4 Elder care is affordable 2.9% 14.5% 28.3% 12.7% 41.6% - 0.33 316 
5 Families are free of domestic abuse 3.4% 17.2% 39.8% 17.8% 21.8% - 0.51 227 
6 Services for domestic abuse are available 10.0% 59.1% 5.4% 2.0% 23.5%  0.70 68 
7 Jobs provide a living wage 4.4% 36.1% 33.2% 13.0% 13.2% - 0.14 562 
8 Acceptance of minorities is positive 4.5% 48.7% 26.7% 5.0% 15.2%  0.21 117 
9 Support for families in the development of their young 

children is important 33.9% 52.1% 4.8% 1.0% 8.2%  1.13 296 

List B: 

 Description 
Strongly 

Agree Agree Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

Weighted 
Average 

Top 3 
Votes 

1 Alcohol is used responsibly 8.5% 30.3% 41.0% 14.6% 5.6% - 0.23 214 
2 Not allowing smoking in public places, worksites, restaurants 

& bars is a good thing 63.8% 22.9% 7.1% 4.7% 1.4%  1.34 209 
3 Illegal drug use is very rare 4.2% 6.9% 48.6% 30.9% 9.4% - 0.95 176 
4 Misuse of prescription drugs is very rare 3.2% 12.9% 46.2% 20.7% 17.0% - 0.68 52 
5 Health care is accessible 16.2% 66.2% 10.2% 3.5% 3.9%  0.81 101 
6 Health care is affordable 4.5% 19.7% 45.7% 24.8% 5.3% - 0.67 385 
7 Healthy lifestyles are common 3.5% 41.8% 39.2% 6.1% 9.4% - 0.02 99 
8 Mental health services are accessible 5.8% 52.5% 10.7% 6.2% 24.8%  0.41 37 
9 Mental health services are affordable 2.3% 16.0% 29.7% 13.2% 38.7% - 0.36 86 
10 Dental care is accessible 11.0% 69.3% 9.7% 4.5% 5.4%  0.72 31 
11 Dental care is affordable 3.4% 25.1% 45.6% 16.2% 9.6% - 0.46 150 
12 I am concerned about domestic abuse in my community 8.9% 52.0% 22.0% 2.7% 14.4%  0.42 90 
13 I am concerned about drinking and driving in my community 31.7% 48.3% 12.9% 2.0% 5.1%  0.95 258 
14 I am concerned about obesity in my community 22.7% 54.0% 13.2% 2.0% 8.0%  0.82 164 

List C: 

 Description 
Strongly 

Agree Agree Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

Weighted 
Average 

Top 3 
Votes 

1 Public K-12 education is high quality 23.3% 55.2% 10.4% 2.3% 8.8%  0.87 354 
2 Post-secondary education is accessible 16.1% 70.8% 4.5% 0.5% 8.2%  0.97 61 
 3 Post-secondary education is affordable 6.6% 32.6% 36.4% 5.7% 18.8% - 0.02 131 
4 I know where to find information about community services 11.5% 62.2% 13.8% 2.0% 10.4%  0.67 82 
5 Assistance is available for those in need 6.2% 54.4% 18.6% 3.9% 16.9%  0.40 250 
6 Streets, roads, and highways are well maintained 5.1% 55.3% 28.9% 9.3% 1.4%  0.18 226 
7 I am concerned about the availability of public transportation 

in my community 12.6% 38.5% 29.1% 6.2% 13.6%  0.22 103 
8 I am satisfied with arts and entertainment opportunities 13.9% 65.9% 10.6% 2.0% 1.5%  0.79 53 
9 I an satisfied with parks and recreation 17.0% 74.2% 4.2% 1.3% 3.3%  1.02 66 
10 I am satisfied with library services 25.2% 66.3% 2.0% 0.9% 5.6%  1.13 49 
11 Our lakes and rivers are clean 8.7% 53.8% 22.9% 5.2% 9.4%  0.38 137 
12 Crime rate is low 6.0% 45.6% 30.7% 8.1% 9.6%  0.11 390 
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Q-19.  Do you have a computer with internet access in your home? 
77.8% (639) Yes (skip to 20) 22.2% (182) No  

 
Q-19a. If no, why not? 

2.5% (3) Poor service 

2.5% (3) Not available 

43.8% (53) Too costly 

3.3% (4) Too slow 

47.9% (58) Don’t want 
 

Q-20. Considering all types of alcoholic beverages, how many times during the past 30 days did you have 5 or more drinks on one occasion? (A        
   standard drink is defined as 12 oz beer, 4 oz wine, 1½ oz liquor).  

75.2% (610) None 9.2% (75) Once 

4.9% (40) 2 times 5.8% (47) 3-5 times 

2.2% (18) 6-9 times 1.4% (11) 10 or more times 

1.2% (10) Don’t know 
 

Q-21.  In the past 30 days, did you operate a motorized vehicle after consuming 2 or more drinks of alcohol in an hour? (A standard drink is  
    defined as 12 oz beer, 4 oz wine, 1½ oz liquor). 

5.8% (47) Yes  94.2% (760) No  
 
 

Q-22. In a typical week, how many days per week do you participate in exercise for at least 30 minutes? 
18.8% (152) None 27.0% (218) 1-2 days 30.3% (245) 3-4 days 

21.2% (171) 5-7 days 2.7% (22) Don’t know 

 
Q-23. and Q-24.How tall are you?  _____Ft____in. and How much do you weigh?  _____lbs.  (Used in BMI calculation below.) 

Body Mass Index (BMI) = Weight, in pounds x 703 / Height, in inches2.   
Note:  Of (883) survey respondents (732) supplied responses with all information needed to calculate BMI 

1.2% (9) Underweight, BMI < 18.5 

35.5% (260) Normal, BMI 18.5 to 24.9 

36.6% (268) Overweight, BMI 25.0 to 29.9 

26.6% (195) Obese, BMI > 30 
 

Q-25.  In what city, town, or village do you currently live? 
0.0% Abbostford 0.8% Day 0.0% Halsey 1.0% Marathon-Town 2.4% Schofield 

2.7% Athens  0.8% Easton  0.3% Hamburg  0.0% McMillan 2.1% Spencer 

0.5% Bergen  0.1% Eau Pleine 0.0% Harrison 3.4% Mosinee-City 2.9% Stettin  

0.3% Berlin  1.3% Edgar 0.5% Hatley 0.9% Mosinee-Township 1.8% Stratford  

0.0% Bern 0.3% Elderon 0.7% Hewitt 0.1% Norrie 0.9% Texas  

0.3% Bevent 0.4% Emmet 0.0% Holton 0.3% Reid 0.7% Unity 

0.0% Birnamwood 0.0% Fenwood 0.3% Hull  0.3% Rib Falls  31.2% Wausau-City 

0.4% Brighton  0.1% Frankfort  0.4% Johnson 5.9% Rib Mountain  6.3% Wausau-Town 

0.0% Brokaw 0.0% Franzen 1.3% Knowlton 0.3% Rietbrock 9.2% Weston 

0.4% Cassel  0.1% Green Valley  4.3% Kronenwetter 1.6% Ringle 0.9% Wien 

0.4% Cleveland  0.5% Guenther 0.5% Maine  6.0% Rothschild 0.4% Other 

0.0% Colby 0.0% Hall 3.8% Marathon - City  
 

Q-26.  In what zip code do you live? 
24.4% 54401 4.1% 54411 0.0% 54425 0.0% 54443 11.4% 54455 11.8% 54476 

24.3% 54403 0.0% 54412 2.7% 54426 0.1% 54447 1.6% 54471 2.2% 54479 

0.0% 54404 0.0% 54414 0.4% 54427 5.0% 54448 0.0% 54472 3.8% 54484 

0.0% 54405 0.0% 54417 0.1% 54429 0.0% 54449 0.0% 54473 1.0% 54488 

0.1% 54406 0.0% 54421 1.4% 54440 0.0% 54452 5.0% 54474 0.0% 54499 

0.5% 54408 
 

Q-27.  What is your gender? 
38.4% (305) Male 61.6% (490) Female 
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Q-28.  What is your current status? 
9.5% (77) Single 0.7% (6) Separated 72.7% (591) Married 

9.3% (76) Widowed 7.0% (57) Divorced 0.7% (6) Other  

 

Q-29.  What is the highest level of education you have completed? 
3.3%  (27) Grades 1-12 (No Diploma) 29.4% (240) High School Diploma 

1.8%   (15) GED or Alternative 17.5% (143) College 1+ Years (No Degree) 

12.6% (103) Associate Degree 22.2% (181) Bachelor’s Degree 

11.0% (90) Master’s Degree 2.0% (16) Doctorate Degree 

 
Q-30.  How many people live in your household? Give number for all that apply.  

Spouse/Partner        Responses Mean 

Number of spouse/partner 0 1        

Total responses 24 618      642 0.96 

Children 18 and younger          

Number of children 0 1 2 3 4 5 6   

Total responses 79 81 85 33 13 2 1 294 1.42 

Relatives          

Number of relatives 0 1 2 3 4 5 6   

Total responses 95 49 13 3 0 1 0 161 0.55 

Non-relatives          

Number of relatives 0 1 2 3 4 5 6   

Total responses 80 12 3 0 1 0 0 96 0.23 
 

Q-31.  What is your age group? 
0.7% (6) 18-24 7.9% (64) 25-34 14.0% (113) 35-44 20.4% (165) 45-54 

23.0% (186) 55-64 19.3% (156) 65-74 10.4% (84) 75-84 4.1% (33) 85+ 
 

Q-32.  What is your race or ethnic background? 
95.4% (770) White 0.1% (1) Black or African-American 

1.2% (10) Asian 0.4% (3) American Indian or Alaska Native 

0.1% (1) Hispanic or Latino 1.2% (10) More than one race (Mixed) 

1.5% (12) Other 

 
Q-33.  What was your gross annual household income before taxes last year? 

6.1% (45) Less than $14,999 14.8% (108) $15,000 to $24,999 

11.1% (81) $25,000 to $34,999 15.7% (115) $35,000 to $49,999 

25.0% (183) $50,000 to $74,999 27.3% (200) $75,000 or more 
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