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Overview 
This tenth edition of the LIFE Report celebrates twenty years of community coming together for the purpose of  
community improvement. 1996, community leaders representing Marathon County met to discuss ways to identify a 
common agenda to create and improve community efficiencies. The first edition of the LIFE Report was published in 
1997 and every two years since.  
 
The United Way of Marathon County continues to serve as the lead agency for the project—coordinating the work, 
providing staff, acting as fiscal agent, and overseeing project activities.  The LIFE Steering Committee guides all aspects 
of the report development.  The continued commitment of our sponsors and committee members are essential to the 
report’s success. 
 

Purpose of the LIFE Report: 
· Acknowledge community strengths. 
· Identify community challenges. 
· Serve as a catalyst for change by advancing community conversations and partnerships around the Calls 

to Action.   
 

Overview and Highlights of the Tenth Edition LIFE Report : 
· For the first time, this edition includes icons on select indicator pages that show five issues that are represented 

across several sections of the report.  These icons are to help the reader understand the scope of the topic and how  
sections of the report are intertwined.    

· New with this report are short videos produced to highlight the issues and sections.  The videos will be  available at 
www.unitedwaymc.org/lifereport.htm. A color version of the report will also be available via this link. 

· The LIFE Steering Committee is dedicated to continually improving the report.  Modifications include: 
* Improved indicators—some were eliminated and other more relevant indicators were added.   
* Survey questions were changed to address gaps in data and subcommittee priorities.   
* Opportunities for action were added on the second page of each section.  These statements are viewed as 

a step toward setting a broad community agenda to make improvements across all issues, not just the top 
calls to action.  

· The report continues to involve subcommittee experts to write indicator pages and to clarify the implications for our 
community.   

· Online links to information sources are provided to enable readers to do additional research. 
· Over the history of the report, the process that determines priorities or Calls to Action has evolved.  The LIFE     

Steering Committee selected these Calls to Action by doing the following:   
* Becoming familiar with the data, survey results, and section summaries. 
* Using agreed upon criteria to select top issues of concern. 
* Then together, reviewing and discussing the data and rationale for top issues and coming to a consensus 

about the top Calls to Action. 
· The report relies on a staff manager to coordinate the work of the volunteer subcommittees, to update data, to pull 

together the demographics, and to analyze data results.   
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LIFE Report of Marathon County: 2015-2017 
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